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A Breathtaking destination

Serene, Stunning, Surreal
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“Lake of Flowers’’  
Stunning Shikaras
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"meadow of flowers" 
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 Editor’s Note

Dear Travel Enthusiasts,

I am delighted to present to you this edition of our 
magazine, featuring a breathtaking destination often 
referred to as heaven on earth—Kashmir, the crown 
jewel of the Himalayas. The mere thought of skiing 
and engaging in thrilling snow activities in this 
glorious adventure paradise fills me with immense 
excitement.

My journey in curating this issue has been a joy, and 
I would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to our 
content manager, whose creativity and vision have 
brought forth so many wonderful ideas and images. 

As you delve into these pages, I hope you can picture 
yourself nestled in cozy, snow-laden cottages, sipping 
on aromatic kahwa, and experiencing the sheer 
beauty that Kashmir has to offer.

Thank you for joining us on this incredible journey. 

Warm regards,  
[Anup Verma]  
Editor
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Kashmir 
‘‘Heaven 
On Earth’’
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									            DAL LAKE

Dal Lake, often hailed as the “Jewel in the Crown of Kashmir,” is 
more than just a shimmering expanse of water, it is the beating 

heart of Srinagar, the summer capital of Jammu and Kashmir, India. 
Floating gardens, vibrant with life, where locals skillfully cultivate 
their crops, weaving nature into their daily existence. Imagine the al-
lure of houseboats, each one a floating oasis of comfort and tradition, 
offering a captivating escape from the bustling world ashore. And then 
there are the shikaras, the graceful wooden boats gliding effortless-
ly across the lake’s surface, their vibrant colors reflecting the ethereal 
beauty of the surroundings. 
As the sun sets, casting golden 
rays upon the tranquil waters, 
Dal Lake transforms into a 
dreamscape—a place where 
the spirit of Kashmir dances 
with every ripple and wave, 
inviting all who visit to lose 
themselves in its enchanting 
embrace. The majestic expanse 
of Dal Lake, stretching across a 
breathtaking 18 square km, is a 
stunning jewel nestled among 
towering mountains that soar 
into the sky and historic Mu-
ghal-era gardens, The tranquil 
waters mirror the grandeur of 
the Zabarwan Range, creating 
a mesmerizing spectacle that 
captivates the soul and steals 
the breath away with every 
glance.
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Its Not Just A Lake!

What sets Dal Lake apart is pulsating life of its floating markets. 
Vendors in colorful shikaras gliding gracefully across the water, 

their boats laden with treasures from saffron to exquisite handicrafts, 
each paddle causing ripples of commerce and culture to dance across 
the surface. It’s a scene where nature and tradition intertwine, forging 
an unforgettable experience that lingers in the heart.
And then, there are the floating gardens—known locally as “Rad”—a 
wonder of nature 
that beckons with 
mystery and awe. 
Imagine artificial 
islands bobbing 
gently on the lake, 
crafted from the 
very essence of 
the water’s flora 
and fauna, a rich 
tapestry of water 
plants, algae, and 
specially culti-
vated soil. These 
ethereal havens 
rise dramatically 
from the depths, each one a testament to the ingenuity of nature and 
humanity intertwined in perfect harmony. They captivate the imagina-
tion, inviting exploration and reverence for this enchanting world that 
flourishes on the gentle waves of Dal Lake.
In the heart of Dal Lake, a mesmerizing spectacle unfurls—floating 
gardens, born from the union of vibrant aquatic plants and rich, earthy 
mud. These lush mats stretch across the water, dancing gently with the 
ripples, creating a breathtaking tapestry of life. Each garden is a testa-
ment to resilience, fertile enough to nurture succulent cucumbers, juicy 
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tomatoes, and luscious melons. Here, farmers skillfully navigate their 
boats through this verdant paradise, tending to the gardens with care 
and devotion, crafting a remarkable water-based agricultural system 
that thrives against the odds.
Life In The Lake 

As dawn breaks, the stillness of the lake transforms into a sympho-
ny of life. Farmers glide across the shimmering surface, the mist 

rising around them like ghosts of the past. They harvest their precious 
vegetables with deft hands, Each stroke of the paddle is a rhythm of 
determination and tradition, propelling them toward the bustling 
floating markets where their bounty will be exchanged for livelihoods. 
The markets come alive, as locals and tourists alike gather to experi-
ence the fruits of this extraordinary labor.
The floating gardens of Dal Lake stand as a powerful symbol of human 
ingenuity, a stunning representation of how we adapt to and harmo-
nize with the natural world. They are more than a source of food and 
income; they are a lifeline, a vibrant ecosystem that sustains the lake’s 

balance and 
nurtures the 
spirit of the 
communi-
ty. In this 
breathtak-
ing tableau, 
the delicate 
interplay 
of man and 
nature sings 
a timeless 
ballad of 
survival, re-
silience, and 
beauty.
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SONMARG

Sonmarg, also 
known as  the en-

chanting “Meadow of 
Gold,” beckons with 
its spellbinding beau-
ty, nestled high in the 
Ganderbal District of 
Jammu and Kashmir, 
India. Like a precious 
gem set against the 
towering Himalayan 
giants, this hill station 
rises majestically at an 
altitude of 2,730 meters (8,960 feet), revealing a breathtaking panora-

ma that captivates the heart and soul of 
every traveler.

Scenic Beauty: As you step into this 
alpine paradise, prepare to be mesmer-
ized by the vibrant meadows bursting 
with a riot of wildflowers during sum-
mer, painting the landscape in dazzling 
hues that seem to come alive under the 
eternal embrace of the sun.

Adventure Awaits: For the brave-heart-
ed and the thrill-seekers, Sonmarg 
unveils a realm of adventure. The air 
is thick with the spirit of exploration 
as trekkers are lured to the legendary 
paths of the Thajiwas Glacier, Zoji La 
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Pass, and the Nichnai Pass, where each step reverberates with the 
echoes of past journeys and untold tales of wanderers.

Lakes of Serenity: In this untouched haven, crystalline lakes like 
Satsar, the enchanting “Seven Lakes,” and the mesmerizing Gadsar 
shimmer like jewels scattered across the landscape. Their tranquil wa-
ters entice adventurers and dreamers alike, offering a moment of re-
flection amid nature’s grandeur.

Things to Do:
Trekking Adventures: Challenge your spirit as you ascend the majestic 
peaks of Machoi, Amarnath, Sirbal, and Kolahoi. Each trek is not just a 
journey; it’s a pilgrimage into the arms of nature.  
Lakeside Bliss: Immerse yourself in the serenity of Satsar and Gadsar 
Lakes, where the beauty of nature speaks in hushed tones.  
Zoji La Pass Thrill: Feel the rush as you navigate through this high-al-
titude pass, where the sweeping vistas take your breath away and ev-
ery turn reveals a new horizon.
Baltal Valley: Just 15 kilometers away, the mystical Baltal Valley un-
folds like a painter’s canvas, a serene sanctuary for pilgrims heading to 
the revered Amarnath Cave. With the Sindh River winding gracefully 
by, it transforms into a picturesque camping site, promising moments 
of peace amidst the overwhelming beauty.
Thrills on the Sindh River: For those who crave an adrenaline rush, the 
roaring rapids of the Sindh River offer an  white-water rafting expe-
rience. As you navigate the powerful currents, the rugged landscape 
surrounding you becomes the ultimate Place for thrilling adventure.

Best Time to Visit:

 While Sonmarg remains accessible most of the year, the golden win-
dow of opportunity opens from May to October when nature dazzles 
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with vibrant blooms and ideal weather. In winter, the landscape trans-
forms into a fairy-tale wonderland blanketed in pristine white, inviting 
snow sports and a unique charm.
It’s a sanctuary for adventurers, a tranquil haven for those seeking 
solace, The question is, have you begun weaving your own tale in this 
magical land? Adventure awaits—will you answer the call?
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     Pahalgam

Pahalgam: A Scenic Gem 
of Kashmir, often dubbed 

the “Valley of Shepherds,” a 
breathtaking hill station that 
should be on every travel-
er’s bucket list! Nestled at an 
impressive altitude of 2,740 
meters (8,990 feet) above sea 
level, Pahalgam is where na-
ture’s beauty unfolds in the 
form of lush greenery, majes-
tic mountains, and the serene 
confluence of the Lidder Riv-
er and Sheshnag Lake.
One cannot talk about Pahal-
gam without mentioning its 
stunning landscapes. As you 
wander through its verdant 

meadows and dense forests, you’ll be in awe of the sparkling rivers 
that dance under the sun. The pleasant climate adds to its charm, invit-
ing nature lovers and photographers alike to partake in its wonder. In 
spring and summer, the valley bursts into a riot of colors with bloom-
ing flowers, while winter transforms it into a snowy paradise, perfect 
for snow sports enthusiasts.

Cultural Heartbeat of Kashmir

Pahalgam is not only a feast for the eyes but also a place of profound 
cultural significance. It serves as the base camp for the annual Am-

arnath Yatra pilgrimage, where thousands journey to the holy Ama-
rnath Cave. This majestic town stands as a spiritual hub and a testa-
ment to the deep-rooted traditions of the region.

http://www.travelmagzine.in
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 Adventure Awaits!

For the adventure seekers, 
Pahalgam is a dream come 
true. Here’s a glimpse of 
what awaits those looking 
to quench their thirst for ad-
venture:

Trekking: The trails leading 
to Kolahoi Glacier, Shesh-
nag Lake, and Lidderwat 
provide unforgettable 
views and opportunities 
to revel in the region’s rich 
flora and fauna. Each trek 
offers a unique experience 
that will surely create last-
ing memories.

Golfing: Swing your clubs at the Pahalgam Golf Course, one of the 
highest golf courses in the world. The combination of challenging 
holes and breathtaking scenery makes for a golf experience like no 
other.

Fishing: For those who enjoy a quieter pastime, the Lidder River is 
a paradise for trout fishing. Imagine casting your line in serene sur-
roundings – it’s an angler’s dream!

White Water Rafting: If you’re seeking thrills, the turbulent waters of 
the Lidder River offer an exhilarating white water rafting experience. 
Hold on tight for the ride of your life!

http://www.travelmagzine.in
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Local Attractions Not to 
Miss

Beyond the adventures, Pa-
halgam is surrounded by 
captivating spots that you 
should definitely explore:

Betaab Valley: Named af-
ter the famous Bollywood 
film, this enchanting valley is 
known for its lush meadows 
and crystal-clear streams. It’s 
a perfect spot for a day of 
relaxation amidst nature.

Aru Valley: Just 12 kilome-
ters from Pahalgam, Aru 
Valley is a peaceful haven. It 

serves as a starting point for many treks and is ideal for those looking 
for solitude and tranquility.

Baisaran:  Often called “Mini Switzerland,” Baisaran is a picturesque 
meadow just 5 kilometers from Pahalgam. With its panoramic views 
and dense pine forests, it’s the perfect picnic destination.

Final Thought
Pahalgam is a treasure trove of natural beauty, cultural significance, 
and exhilarating adventures. Whether you’re a nature enthusiast, a 
spiritual seeker, or an adventure lover, Pahalgam has something for 
everyone. So pack your bags, embrace the spirit of adventure, and let 
Pahalgam leave you with memories to cherish for a lifetime!
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Gardens & Other Attractions

Kashmir, a 
verdant 

paradise nes-
tled in the lap 
of the Himala-
yas, is graced 
with an array 
of exquisite 
Mughal gar-
dens, each 
reverberating 
with tales of 
grandeur and 
historical sig-
nificance. De-

signed in the Persian architectural style, these gardens showcase me-
ticulously planned rectilinear layouts, flowing canals, ornate fountains, 
and lush greenery that evoke a sense of timeless beauty.

Among these verdant treasures is the illustrious Shalimar Bagh, con-
structed in 1619 under the auspices of Mughal Emperor Jahangir. This 
garden, often hailed as the “Crown of Srinagar,” boasts remarkable 
features such as its elegant marble pavilion, terraced gardens, and in-
tricate water channels. Divided into three distinct sections—public, 
private, and inner—the garden exemplifies the pinnacle of Mughal 
horticulture.

Another gem, Chashma Shahi, known as the “Royal Spring,” was es-
tablished by Shah Jahan in 1632 against the scenic backdrop of the 
Zabarwan Range. This splendid garden is celebrated for its freshwater 
spring and alluring fountains, offering not just aesthetic pleasure but 
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also medicinal properties, inviting visitors to experience its serene am-
bience.

Nishat Bagh, the “Garden of Joy,” lies in proximity to the Dal Lake 
and was built in 1633 by Asaf Khan, brother to Nur Jahan, the 

wife of Emperor Jahangir. Designed in harmony with Persian influenc-
es, its twelve terraces symbolize the twelve zodiac signs, inviting wan-
derers to immerse themselves in its lush greenery and majestic chinar 
trees.

In Anantnag, one finds the enchanting Achabal Garden, affectionate-
ly called “The Place of the Prince.” Constructed by Jahangir for his 
cherished wife, Nur Jahan, this garden is renowned for its cascading 
waterfalls, rich greenery, and impressive chinar trees that speak to the 
romance of its storied past.

http://www.travelmagzine.in
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The Verinag Mughal Garden, po-
sitioned at the formidable entry 
point of the Kashmir Valley, has 
earned the title of the “Gateway of 
Kashmir.” Built around the Veri-
nag Spring, the source of the Jhe-
lum River, this tranquil haven is 
adorned with ancient chinar trees 
and vibrant meadows, inviting a 
contemplative stroll through its 
lush surroundings.

Lastly, the Harwan Garden, situat-
ed approximately 18 kilometers 
from Srinagar, serves as a beloved 
retreat for picnickers, featuring a 
waterway flowing from a nearby 
dam, lined by chinar trees, creating 
a peaceful sanctuary for all who 
venture there.

These gardens not only exemplify the architectural brilliance and aes-
thetic sensibilities of the Mughal era but also serve as a living testa-
ment to the rich cultural heritage and historical narratives of Kashmir. 
Have you traversed the paths of any of these storied gardens, or do 
you aspire to explore their historical allure?

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM AND X FOR MORE UPDATE.
DO CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE OF  OUR WORK.
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Gulmarg also known as The Enchanting Meadow of Flowers Nestled in 
the breathtaking Baramulla district of Jammu and Kashmir, India, 

a hill station that beckons travelers with its otherworldly charm and 
exhilarating spirit. Known as the “Meadow of Flowers,” this stunning 
destination rises majestically at an altitude of 2,650 meters (8,694 feet), 
revealing nature’s opulent canvas painted with vibrant colors and 
draped in mystical serenity.

  Gulmarg
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Nature’s Masterpiece
Gulmarg is a sanctuary for those 
who revere the beauty of the nat-
ural world. Verdant meadows 
stretch endlessly, dotted with a 
cacophony of wildflowers that 
burst forth in a riot of hues every 
spring and summer—daisies pirou-
etting in the breeze, forget-me-nots 
whispering secrets, and butter-
cups shimmering like jewels against a lush green expanse. As winter 
descends, the landscape transforms into a glistening wonderland, 
swathed in immaculate snow, luring adventurers and dreamers from 
far and wide to witness its breathtaking spectacle.

A Playground for the Adventurous Heart

For the intrepid soul, Gulmarg is noth-
ing less than a playground overflow-
ing with adventure and thrill. 

Skiing and Snowboarding: Recognized 
as one of Asia’s premier destinations 
for snow sports, the slopes of Gulmarg 
call to skiing aficionados and novice 
snow lovers alike. Ascend aboard the 
Gulmarg Gondola, a marvel of engi-
neering that climbs to the lofty heights 

of Apharwat Peak, where powdery snow blankets the ground, creating 
a paradise of exhilarating descents and heart-pounding excitement.
  
Trekking and Hiking: The call of the wild resonates through the en-
chanting trails that weave their way through dense forests and verdant 
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meadows to high-altitude lakes. The Alpather Lake trek and the mysti-
cal Ningle Nallah stream trail invite adventurers to lose themselves in 
nature’s embrace, offering glimpses of the sublime.

Golfing: For those who yearn for a more tranquil pursuit, the 18-hole 
Gulmarg Golf Course awaits—one of the highest in the world. Set 
against the majestic backdrop 
of the Himalayas, it offers a 
unique golfing experience 
that combines challenge with 
breathtaking scenery.

Local Wonders

Surrounding this spectacular 
haven are landmarks steeped 
in history and beauty:

Apharwat Peak: Stand in 
awe as this towering sen-
tinel stretches towards the 
heavens, accessible via the 
Gulmarg Gondola. Gaze in 
wonder at the panoramic 
views that unveil the majes-
tic mountains and lush val-
leys—this is a place where 
dreams and reality converge.

Alpather Lake: A jewel set at 
the foot of Apharwat Peak, 
this enchanting high-altitude 
lake remains cloaked in ice 
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for much of the year, mesmerizing 
trekkers and adventurers who dare 
to approach its frozen allure.

St. Mary’s Church: This quaint 
church, built in the early 20th 
century, cradles stories of a bygone 
era amidst its serene surroundings, 
offering a tranquil retreat to those 
seeking reflection.

Maharani Temple: Perched proudly 
upon a hillock, this sacred shrine 
dedicated to Lord Shiva promises 
not only spiritual solace but 
breathtaking views that leave
visitors spellbound.

			   A Tapestry of Culture

Beyond its stunning landscapes, Gulmarg weaves a rich tapestry of 
cultural heritage. Its essence is an amalgamation of Kashmiri tradi-

tions and the influences of various communities that have graced the 
land. Visitors are embraced by the warmth of local hospitality,  indulg-
ing in the delectable flavors of traditional Kashmiri cuisine and explor-
ing vibrant markets replete with exquisite handicrafts, luxurious wool-
en garments, and the renowned Pashmina shawls.

In the heart of Kashmir lies Gulmarg, a destination that captivates the 
senses and ignites the soul. It’s a place where adventure meets 
tranquility, where the grandeur of nature merges with deep cultural 
roots. Whether you’re an adrenaline seeker chasing the thrill or a
weary traveler seeking peace, Gulmarg stands ready to envelop you in 
its timeless beauty, inviting you to experience a journey that promises 
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to linger in your heart forever. This enchanting meadow is not merely 
a destination; it is a living canvas of splendor, waiting for you to step 
into its embrace.
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What could be more fascinating than watching the sun glittering its 
rays over snow-covered mountains, transforming the landscape into 
a scene straight out of a fairy tale? As the first light of dawn kisses 
the peaks, the snow shimmers like diamonds, creating a breathtaking 
spectacle that captures the heart and soul of every traveler. Kash-
mir, often referred to as “Paradise on Earth,” offers a unique blend 
of stunning natural beauty and rich cultural heritage. The serene 
valleys, pristine lakes, and majestic mountains create an idyllic back-
drop for adventure and relaxation alike. Winter in Kashmir is a dream 
come true for those who love snow sports, serene walks, and the 
quiet beauty of frosted landscapes.
Let’s immerse ourselves in the beauty of Kashmir this winter and cre-
ate unforgettable memories in this perfect travel destination. Wheth-
er you are seeking adventure, tranquility, or a chance to connect with 
nature, Kashmir in winter promises an extraordinary experience. +

visit our website for more updates.
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